1. Advanm in medical krrowledge and technology have contributed to improved a~rvivat rates among criticalIy ill children.
2.
A strong movtrnent exists to minimize health care costs and to expedite the transition from hospital to home In many cases, the direct cost of home care i s approximarely 50% that of hospital care.
3. Medical equipmenr has been designed to accommodate home care needs. 4 2. Positive trend in weight gain and growth curve.
3. Stamina for periods of play while ventilated. 4 . Freedom from frequent respiratory infccrion and fever. In addition, a number of other elements should be present.
1. The child and family should be ascertained to be ruirable candidates for r he program as evidenced by awareness of the potenrial stresses of long-term home care and commi tment to implement the program. Counseling regarding identification of family strengths, weaknesses, and resources is recommended to assure smooth transition rrom hospiraIbased to home-based care.
2. The home must have safe electrical, plumbing, and heating systems and a telephone. Adequate space must be availabk 3. Adequa~e support to the family must be available in the form of home nurses, homemaker aides andior family and friends. 
